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1. Immediately after the outbreak of the Cuban crisis Ukrainian citizens
were in deadly fear that war might ensue. Even in the villages
in the Ukrainian SSR people knew at once about the crisis. According
to a citizennof Kiev, "many people heard the news from foreign
broadcasts and were pretty well informed of what was going on".
In both the cities and the villages people started to hoard although
Party and Government officials discouraged it and there was very
little to hoard anyway.

2. Soviet officials continually stressed that the Soviet Government would
never start a nuclear war and claimed they had been able to persuade
the Western imperialists to listen to reason. Nonetheless the people
all read the newspapers anxiously as well as listening to the radio.
When Khrushchev's assurances that he would not start a war over
Cuba came they were greeted with the greatest joy and the Premiers
recently diminished popularity increased markedly.

3. The news about the Cuban crisis was received with particular
anxiety by the women and the elderly ones wept openly when discussing
the possibility of the outbreak of war. It appeared that the populace
was much more frightened ofwarthmereWesterners and genuinely desired
peace. Quite a chaotic situation also existed in rail transportation
with the trains to Moscow, and in general, so overcrowded that
obtaining seats was very difficult. At the end of October most of
the passengers appeared to be foreigners, mostly Cubans, who were
going to Moscow. The military supplies going by rail were much in
evidence and in much greater quantity than usual.

DECLASS IF I ED AND RELEASED BY

5
	

CENTRAL I NTELLIGENCE AGENCY

4
	 SOURCESMETHOOSEXEMPT ION MB	 NO FOREIGN DISSEM

3
	 IAZI WAR CRIMES DI CUM lit AO

2
	 DATE 2007	 EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC

GROUP 1
DOWNGRADING AND
DECLASSIFICATION

STATE	 I	 ARMY	 1	 I NAVY	 1	 AIR	 I	 INSA	 'OCR	 DIA	 INKK NICI
USIA	 OBI

(Note: Washington distribution indicated by "X"; Field distribution by "#".)

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT

CA/PROP 1 WE/RE 1 SR (OBBS6F 3."
OBB-6135

COOROINATINGI RE L	 1

A "...	 C.	 ....)Aill jcs :3 : sb

WE/2 R A TFW/R 1
Wim 43/ws

TOTALS DISSEM SEC-1; 1E-2; C1-2;
SR-12 (1)

FI-3;	 CA-1; WE-3
(
;
/)
TFW1

.1.1AI50N*

1



•

NO FOREIGN DISSEM 	 cs- 3/538,777

-2-

14.• Immediately after the crisis began some of the people pitied
"the poor Cubans" but later on they were complaining that
'because Of the Cubans the USSR.lbight be "dragged into war".
The comments, mostly from the young, ranged from "we have
no .business _in Cuba" to "let those dirty bastards do their
war withOutAus".
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